
 

  

Messenger 
December 2014 

The 

Advent Schedule 
Sundays in Advent (November 30, December 7, 14, 21) 

8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship 

 

Special Events During Advent 
 

Friday, December 5, 7:00 p.m. & Saturday, December 6, 5:00 p.m. – Handel’s Messiah Concert 

Sunday, December 7, 9:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. and noon – 2:00 p.m. – Alternative Giving Fair 

Sunday, December 14, 3:00 p.m. – Respite Care Christmas Benefit Concert   

Sunday, December 21 – “Christmas at Williamsburg” featuring WUMC choirs (both services) 

Monday, December 22, 6:00 p.m. –  Blue Christmas – A Service of Longest Night 

For those struggling with depression or grief during the holiday season. 

 

Wednesday, December 24, Christmas Eve 

5:00 p.m.  Family Worship and Children’s Pageant 

7:00 p.m.  Candlelight Worship and Holy Communion 

9:00 p.m.  Candlelight Worship and Holy Communion 

 

Thursday, December 25, Christmas Day 

10:00 a.m.  Informal Worship 

 

*All events are free.  Childcare is available for all Sunday services,  

Messiah Concerts, and the 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve services* 
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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

A couple from the United States spent some time serving as missionaries in one of the former Soviet repub-
lics.  They were caring for children in an orphanage and, like anyone who has been involved in ministry with such 
kids, they were simply overwhelmed by the tragedy of so many children who’d been abandoned. On one occasion 
this missionary couple was teaching the children about Christmas.  They told them all about Mary and Joseph, the 
shepherds and wise men, and about the baby Jesus.  They told them all about the stable and the manger and the 
star in the sky.  They told them all about God’s love for the world embodied in the birth of Jesus.  And after 
teaching the children the Christmas story, this couple invited them to draw some pictures of the manger scene.  
All of the pictures were wonderful!  But one in particular caught their attention.  It was drawn by a little boy 
named Misha.  And what made Misha’s drawing distinctive was that there was not one, but two babies lying in 
the manger.  “Misha, what a wonderful picture!” said the woman missionary.  “But who is the other baby in the 
manger with the baby Jesus?”  Misha looked up with a lovely expression on his face.  “The other baby is Misha,” 
he smiled.  “Oh? How is it that you added yourself to the manger scene?” she asked.  And this is what Misha 

said.  “When I was drawing the picture of the baby Jesus, Jesus looked at me 
and said, ‘Misha, where is YOUR family?’ I said to Jesus, ‘I have no family.’  
Then Jesus said to me, ‘Misha, where is your home?’  And I said to Jesus, ‘I 
have no home.’  And then Jesus said to me, ‘Misha, you can come and be in 
my family and live in my home.’”  What a lovely story!  We are so thankful 
that Misha was introduced to Jesus.  But do you understand that two thou-
sand years after the coming of Christ, millions of children come from situa-
tions like Misha’s?  They are still awaiting a Savior.  You’ll find them in the 
former Soviet Union.  You’ll find them in Afghanistan.  You’ll find them in 
Honduras and Haiti.  You’ll find them in Africa.  You’ll find them in the gang-
ridden neighborhoods of our inner cities.  You’ll find them right here in our 
own community.  

Of course, it is our responsibility to reach out to these little ones, to show them the love of Jesus, but the 
truth of the matter is that, for the most part, they are forgotten children as we prepare for the celebration of the 
birth of the Christ Child at Christmas, even though advertisers begin showing us signs of Christmas earlier and 
earlier each year.  Last year it was Kmart kicking off holiday advertising on September 8 with a TV ad featuring a 
gingerbread man stalking a woman in an office.  That was 108 days before Christmas, violating the unwritten re-
tail rule that bars any advertising more than 100 days out.  Some people now put their Christmas lights up during 
Halloween.  The Hallmark channel kicks off the Christmas movie season on November 1 running Christmas mov-
ies 24/7.  Black Friday has become Black Thursday as people are now including Christmas shopping on the same 
day they eat their Thanksgiving turkey.  If it keeps up like this, we’ll be getting Christmas ads for next year on 
the 4th of July.  It’s no wonder that people are lamenting that Christmas comes earlier every year. 

The prophet Isaiah reminds us that the true sign that Christmas is coming is not presents under the tree but 
the presence of a child: “The young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and name him Immanuel” (7:14).  
“A child has been born for us; a son given to us.  Authority rests on his shoulders and he is named Wonderful, 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (9:6).  The only hope for children like Misha is the 
Christ who was born at Christmas, the one promised in Scripture, to usher in a world where there will be no more 
suffering, no more pain; where people will live in peace and harmony, where in Isaiah’s beautiful imagery, “The 
wolf will live with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the young 
goat; the calf and the young lion will feed together, and a little child will 
lead them.” (Isaiah 11:6-9)  The Savior has come, but much of the world 
still awaits a Savior.  Here is the promise of scripture:  Christ will return 
and truly the day will come when no child will be left behind.  There will 
someday be peace and justice in this world.  Sin and suffering shall 
cease.  It is the promise of Scripture that one day the nations of the 
world will beat their “swords into plowshares and their spears into prun-
ing hooks” (Isaiah 2:4). Now, that’s food for thought! 

Picture came from the following website:  
http://nyhteg.wordpress.com/category/childrens-drawings/ 

http://nyhteg.wordpress.com/category/childrens-drawings/
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Used Stamps 
Throughout the Christmas season, I know you will be receiving joyful greeting 

cards from family and friends.  Please remember to tear off the stamps from the enve-
lopes and leave the stamps in the mailbox at our church's Connection Corner.  Pro-
ceeds from the stamps go to help support UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on 
Relief) mission projects.  Many thanks for your help with this.  Questions??  Call Deb-
bie Lewis (253-0626).   

Merry Christmas to all!!!! 

So it's Christmas time again.  The lights are up on the street corners and in stores.  In our homes 
we're decking the halls with boughs of artificial holly.   All the musak has been changed so everywhere 
you go you hear Bing Crosby and Nat King Cole.  The holidays are upon us.  And for good or ill, 
there's no getting out of it.  Ho Ho Ho. 

The truth is, many people don't feel all that jolly.  There's even an official medical name for it:  
Seasonal Affective Disorder.  Basically, it means that for millions of people, this time of year makes us 
sad.  Maybe we have some personal history that leads us to a stressful holiday.  Perhaps we are miss-
ing someone who in our heart of hearts we long to spend the holidays with, a loved one to whom we 
had to say goodbye too soon.  If this is the first Christmas after a death, it can be particularly painful.  
Maybe the financial pressures of this time of year, or the enormous responsibility we feel to mail 
cards, decorate beautifully, and make everything perfect gets to us.  Perhaps it's just that seeing eve-
ryone else so outwardly joyful reminds us of our own burdens, cares and concerns.  Maybe we just 
don't feel good when the sun goes down so early.  It doesn't matter what the cause is.  The truth is, 
this is the most common time of year for people to feel depressed, even to commit suicide.  Not the 
most popular side of Santa Claus coming to town. 

I think in part for many of us, it's because we have such high expectations of the holidays.  We 
long for the time we were together with those we love.   We want that picture perfect postcard day of 
snow and presents and joy and laughter.  We want it to be the way it should be... and never can.  
There's no way for the holidays to meet our highest expectations, and we need to have space to rec-
ognize and mourn that loss, the loss of our ideal day, and to refocus on the message at the center of 
Christmas—that God so loved the world He gave us his Son.   

If you are struggling through the Christmas season this year, you are invited to join us for worship 
on the evening of December 22 at 5:30 p.m.  This Blue Christmas service takes place on the shortest 
day of the year — sometimes it is even called a service of Longest Night.  We hope to create a space 
in the midst of the “Ho Ho Ho” for all of us to be real, to cope with real sadness and losses.  Led by 
Pastor Helen Casey-Rutland and myself, this time of worship will touch your heart and give you hope 
as we await the birth of Jesus once again.  Please come. 

Thoughts from Kay 

And a very merry Christmas to one and all. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Kay Barré 
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Advent Season Events 

Friday, December 5,  7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 6, 5:00 p.m. 
 

Messiah continues to be a tremendously popular 
tradition for Williamsburg United Methodist Church 
and the community.  For the second year in a row, we 
will have two scheduled performances.  This year’s 
Messiah is conducted by Director of Music Ministries, 
Lou-Anne Smith with Kathleen Bell, Soprano, Bekah 
Davis Hughes, Contralto, Ian Lane, Tenor, and Branch 
Fields, Bass, as well as the professional Handel Cham-

ber Orchestra.  Members of the Messiah Chorus are from our church and community. 

The event is free to the public.  An offering will be taken, a portion of which will be donated to Latisha’s 
House.  Invite your family, friends, and neighbors to join you in attending Messiah 2014. 

Capture the true Christmas spirit at the Alternative Giving Fair on Sunday, December 7.  Thirty one 
charities will participate in this special fair this year.  You can choose gifts that will make a difference in the 
lives of others in our community and around the world.  

This is a great way to choose gifts that celebrate Jesus’ birth and His gift of peace and love.  This is one 
way to remember Jesus’ message that giving to Him means giving to the hungry, the thirsty, the sick, the 
stranger, and the imprisoned (Matthew 25:31-40).  You will be able to purchase gifts in the form of charitable 
donations or handmade, creative items.  Gift cards will be available to acknowledge 
your donation.  

The fair will be held in the Fellowship Hall between the two worship services, 
from 9:15 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. and again after the 11:00 a.m. service until 
2:00 p.m.  

For questions about the fair, contact Madelyn Larkin (565-0384). 

Catch the Spirit December 7 

Church Wide Advent Study 
During Advent, several of our adult Sunday School classes will be reading and discussing “Not a Silent 

Night,”  by Adam Hamilton.  Rev. Jones and Rev. Barre’ will be preaching on the topics in the book.  If you 
are not attending a Sunday School class, now is a good time to begin!   

Please contact Cindy Banek (229-1771) to learn more about our many adult Sunday 
School classes.  Classes for all ages meet Sunday mornings from 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 am. 
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Advent Season Events 

Sunday, December 14 

3:00 p.m. —   4:00 p.m. 
 

WUMC Sanctuary 

Monday, December 22 at 6:00 p.m. 

A Blue Christmas service, sometimes called a Service of the Longest Night, is 
for people who find themselves feeling “blue” during the Christmas season.   Many 
people find the holidays difficult because of grief, loss, disappointment, loneliness, 
or other kinds of challenge.  There is no need to struggle alone.  Please join us for 
this uplifting worship, remembering that “the light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness cannot overcome it.” 

Blue Christmas  

A Service of the Longest Night 

Featuring Organ 

and Handbell Compositions! 

Be An Angel  

& Help Others 
 

Bring warmth and hap-
piness to children this 
Christmas season!  Do 
not forget the Hat, 
Glove, and Sock 
Christmas Tree lo-
cated near the front 
office.  Beginning 
Sunday, November 
30, bring in a warm 
hat or a new pair 
of socks, gloves, 
or mittens, and 
help a child ex-
perience the full 
meaning of 
C h r i s t m a s !   
This is a great 
family activi-
ty!  All dona-
tions will be 
given to 
local chari-
ties.   

Christmas Concert 
to benefit Respite Care 

Enjoy art created by Respite members,  
before and after the concert. 
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The College of William & Mary  
Festival of Lessons & Carols 

 

Friday, December 12 at 7:30 p.m. at Williamsburg Presbyterian Church 
 

The 24th Annual Festival of Lessons and Carols, sponsored by the Christian Campus 
Ministers at The College of William and Mary, will be held Friday, December 12 at 7:30 
p.m. in the Sanctuary of Williamsburg Presbyterian Church, 215 Richmond Road.  The 
event is free, and everyone is invited.  Special performances will be provided by Wil-
liam and Mary’s Women’s Chorus and the Westminster Ringers of Williamsburg Presby-
terian Church.  Students, faculty, and staff will join campus ministers in reading biblical passages appropriate 
to the season with carols and hymns sung by the congregation, as well as special music.  The service will 
conclude with the singing of “Silent Night” by candlelight.   

The Festival of Lessons and Carols is one of the most beloved traditions of Advent and Christmas.  The 
service of nine lessons and carols was first conceived by Archbishop Benson for use in Truro Cathedral in the 
late nineteenth century.  It was simplified and adapted for use in King's College Chapel, Cambridge, in 1918, 
by Dean Eric Milner-White.  Advent carol services were essentially adaptations, originating in schools and col-
leges where it was not possible to celebrate Christmas during term-time.  Today many different versions of 
these services may be found in local churches and universities throughout the United States and the world.  
The order of service to be used for the College's service is adapted from the King's College Chapel version. 

The United Methodist Mens’ Holiday Breakfast will be held on Saturday, Decem-
ber 13 at 8:00 a.m.  Spouses and significant others are invited to join us for this 
special breakfast.  February breakfast is joint with UMW.  Men bring your wives, 
ladies bring your husbands. 

Please contact Charley Skillman (258-4930) for reservations. 

Silver Saints Christmas Luncheon 
  

Shirley Leland will host our Christmas celebration in the Clubhouse at Windsor-
Meade on Wednesday, December 10 at noon.  Please bring your favorite dish to 
share.  Ham and drinks will be provided.  Bring a gift (no more than $10) if you would 
like to participate in the gift exchange.  Also, please bring food items for our FISH 
Christmas gift. 

Directions:  Enter the gate at WindsorMeade, turn right at first street (Dovedale) 
and continue to second street, then turn left on Exbury Lane.  You will see the parking 
area on the right and the clubhouse on the left.   

 Please call Loretta & Art Heezen (565-2518) if you plan to attend so the security gate can be notified. 
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Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
December 2014 – UMW Circle Meetings 

 

Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, December 2 at 9:45 a.m.  Members will meet for a 
Christmas Party in Fellowship Hall followed by a pot luck luncheon. 
 

Jean Craig Circle –  Tuesday, December 2 at 1:30 p.m.  Members will meet in the Activi-
ties Room at Chambrel Retirement Community for a Christmas party. 
 

Olive Casey Circle – Wednesday, December 3 at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Mem-
bers will meet for their annual Christmas Luncheon.  At this time we will be taking care of 
our CASA Family, make donations to FISH and collect goodies for the Heritage Humane 
Society. 
 

Susanna Wesley Circle – Wednesday, December 3 at 11:30 a.m.  Members will meet for 
a covered dish brunch at the home of Elaine Howell. 
 

Friendship Circle – Monday, December 8 at 10:30 a.m. in the Den.  A Christmas pro-
gram will be given. 
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, December 9 at noon.  Members will meet for lunch at The 
Waypoint Grill, 1480 QuarterPath Road. 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, December 9 at 6:30 p.m. Members will meet for their 
annual Christmas dinner.  This year, the dinner will be held at the Powhatan Secondary 
clubhouse located at 201 Charter House Lane.  It will be a festive, fun-filled evening with 
fellowship and delicious food. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, December 16 at 10:30 a.m. at Williamsburg 
Landing Main Building in Auditorium (on the kitchen side).   

 
Important Dates to Remember 

 

UMW Advent Breakfast – Saturday, December 6 at 9:30 a.m. at First United Methodist 
Church of Fox Hill in Hampton 

UMW Book Club 
The UMW Book Club will not meet in December.  Our next meet-

ing will be Monday, January 12 at 7:00 p.m., location to be determined.  We will 
be reading How Coffee Saved My Life and Other Stories of Stumbling to Grace by Ellie 

Roscher (Education for Mission category).  January is a great time to join the Book Club.  
For more information, contact Carol Brinkley (258-0617) or cpbrinkley@aol.com. 

mailto:cpbrinkley@aol.com
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If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

Going Hungry at 
Christmas? 

By Andy Glascott, Youth Director 

I’m not after your money. No really, I’m not. 
Sometimes we see events around this time of year 
that are all about raising money for a good cause, 
pulling at the heart strings at a poignant time of 
year. This isn’t about money, it’s about empathy. 
About walking alongside and experiencing.  

The challenge is to go without food for between 
8 and 24 hours over the weekend of December 20 & 

21. There are numerous options, you can allow 
yourself certain types of drink etc. and aim to go 
without food for 8, 12, 16 or 24 hours. As members 
of the youth group will be challenged to do this, it 
would be wonderful if we could have 100 more peo-
ple experiencing what it’s like to be without food for 
a short period of time.  

But why do it? Well, across the world, and here 
in Williamsburg, people experience hunger every 
day. Refugees flee with whatever food they can car-
ry, if any. Parents below the poverty line go without 
so their children can eat. Precariously housed fami-
lies in the motels on Richmond Road often face a 
choice – rent or food?  

We can never recreate those situations, but 
choosing to go without food for a period helps us to 
understand what hunger is like. If you choose to do 
this, each time you feel hungry, use it as a prompt 
to pray and hear what God is saying to you about 
hunger and poverty. If this sounds a bit like “prayer 
and fasting”, that’s because it is. It’s Biblical to oc-
casionally go without something and focus on pray-
er in that period.  

A word of caution though. This is not for every-
body. For various reasons going without food may 
not be good for you. If you can’t go without food, 
for example, you need to take medication at certain 
times with food, see if there is something else you 
could go without for a period. Could you give up TV 
or Wi-Fi for 24 hours? There is a lot more infor-
mation about this available either from me or at 
Connection Corner on Sundays through December.   
Please sign up on the registration form at 
Connection Corner by December 14 if you 
plan to do this.  

HANDS OF HOPE 

“Hands of Hope,” is a time for active  
Bible learning and application plus  

outreach to those in the community for 
children in grades 3-5.  Our next  

meeting is Sunday, December 7 at 4:00 
p.m. in Room 158.  Contact Cindy Banek 

(229-1771) at the church. 
 

THE CREATOR’S KIDS 

“The Creator’s Kids,” an  
intergenerational art ministry group, will 
meet Wednesday, December 17 at 5:30 

p.m. in Room 303.  We will work on  
nativity silhouettes this month.  All ages 
are invited.  Contact Michelle Johnson 

johnsonhoorah@yahoo.com 

Special 
Opportunities 

December 
for Children in 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:johnsonhoorah@yahoo.com
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Fifth Annual Sweetheart Banquet 
Presented by Early Childhood Music School Board and Faculty 

(Proceeds benefit Elliot’s Song for Project Outreach)  

 

 Back by Popular Demand: 

DOG Street Rhythm Kings & 

ECMS Singing Servers! 

 

No sweetheart?  No problem.  Groups are welcome! 
  

Friday, February 6, 2015 in Fellowship Hall 

Starting with yummy appetizers at 5:45 p.m. 
 

Cost:  $30 per person 

Childcare available for $6 per child (includes pizza and lemonade) 
 

Tickets will be available at the Crossroads Table in January 

or by contacting Susanna Owens (566-4648) or owens@widomaker.com  

QUILTERS & WANT-TO-BE-QUILTERS WANTED! 

The Quilt Ministry has just completed its first year at WUMC.  During the past year we donated 15 lap size 
quilts to the Respite Care program.  Our quilts provide warmth and color to the clients who use them.  As a 
group, we are a mix of seasoned and new quilters, and over the last year we have found a format that works 
well for our group.  Each month each member completes one or two quilt blocks in the chosen size and color 
scheme.  One of our members takes the blocks home and sews the top and at the next meeting we tie the 
quilts as a group.  Once tied, another volunteer takes the quilt home for the final step of binding it.  If you 
are an experienced quilter who would like to use your gifts in service to God and our community or a new 
quilter who would like acquire some quilting skills, we would love to have you join us.  We meet the second 
Thursday of the month in Wesley Hall from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m..  As our ministry moves into its second year 
we are looking for programs or groups who might have a need for our quilts.   

If you know of a program or group you think would benefit from our min-
istry please contact Krista France (345-0460) or krbales@hotmail.com.  For 
further information on joining our ministry please contact Krista. 

mailto:owens@widomaker.com
mailto:krbales@hotmail.com
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By H. Hasbrouck Hughes, Jr., Bishop, Retired, UMC 

It gets its name from the apostle Andrew who found the boy with loaves and fishes with which Jesus fed 
the multitude (John 6).  The Society was organized by two young United Methodist clergy families near Big 
Island, Virginia, in 1979.  Though demonstrating a simplified life-style was their original intent, combatting 
hunger in our country became a major effort for them a few years later when they discovered that huge 
quantities of unmarketable but nourishing potatoes were left rotting in Virginia fields after harvest.  They 
sought to find a way to salvage this waste and get this food to the tables of hungry people.  Thus the Potato 
Project was born. 

The Society of St. Andrew has now become the largest non-profit provider of food to America's food 
banks.  It transports potatoes that would otherwise rot in the fields, to America's hungry; it organizes volun-
teers who glean many other foods from the fields after harvesting, and gets them to where hungry people 
are.  It is strongly United Methodist, but has supporters from many denominations and faith traditions.  Cur-
rently it gleans in 22 states, salvages food in 35 states, and distributes 
food in 48 states.  But it is based here in Virginia.  Its offices are in a 
bare-bones building in a remote rural area near Big Island, Virginia, 
some 20 miles from Lynchburg.  Its overhead administrative costs 
right now are at 3%.  

Last year (2013) it saved 32.5 million pounds of food, which trans-
lates to 97 million servings of food.  This was accomplished with the 
help of 37,756 volunteers, participating in nearly 6,000 events. 

The Society of St. Andrew clearly merits our attention and sup-
port.  Last spring it became a project supported by our church's Unit-
ed Methodist Men.  It is an Advance Mission Special project of the 
United Methodist Church. 

[Get Society of St. Andrew Advent Devotions at www.endhunger.org] 

Small Group Forming  
in January 

 

A new “Companions in Christ” small group will begin in January 
2015.  This is a 28-week spiritual journey focusing on deepening your 
relationship with God through daily readings, reflection and weekly 
meetings.  Your faith will be strengthened through prayer, scripture, 
spiritual gifts and friendship.  If interested, email Cindy Banek, 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org with your preferred meeting time 
(day, morning, evening, etc.)  

http://www.endhunger.org
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Vitamin Request for Latvia 
At the end of World War II, Soviet occupation and suppression caused the closing of 

Latvian Methodist Churches for more than 50 years.  Today those churches have reo-
pened and are reaching out to many in need.  WUMC has been supportive of the Hope 
Center, Wesley Camp, and Methodist churches in Riga and Paplaka.  

Now there is a program to provide vitamins for senior citizens during the winter months. Harsh economic 
conditions in Latvia result in many citizens surviving the difficult winters on a diet of only potatoes. Many nu-
trition-related illnesses emerge in late winter; as a result the young and the elderly are particularly at risk.  In 
recent years generous Methodists have provided a winter regimen of vitamins to people in need in Latvia. 
Health officials there are singing the praises of the improved health of the people fortunate enough to receive 
such a gift and of a connected body of people so willing to help. 

Please stop at the Hope Center – Latvia table at the Alternative Giving Fair and make a gift in support of 
the vitamin project. 

Feedback from Kairos Prison Ministry Retreat 

The church was very generous with agape gifts of cookies and financial support for the 50th Kairos retreat 
at the Greensville correctional center held October 23 – 26.   

At the end of each retreat there is a closing ceremony, and each inmate candidate has an opportunity to 
comment on their spiritual condition at the beginning of the retreat and what they are taking away from the 
experience: 

“I was unprepared, lost, searching, beaten down.  I found what I needed – agape love, honesty, and am 
now part of a new family – the church!” 

“The last thing on my mind was coming to Kairos to learn something.  I found joy, tranquility, humility 
and peace.  I am taking away a new faith and a desire to spread the gospel.” 

“My son was killed in an automobile accident a few months ago and shortly after that my mother passed 
away.  I was so helpless and depressed sitting in prison unable to do anything for my family that I attempted 
to kill myself.  I was filled with hatred.  One night as I lay in bed curled in a fetal position I cried out to God 
and a few days later, he answered my prayer for help.  I was told that my application for Kairos#50 had been 
accepted and, because of this weekend, I feel restored and have hope.  I thank God for that.” 

“I was told that if you want to do things that you have never done before, you have to go to places you 
have never been.  Some of you (outside visitors) have never been inside of prison before and for some of us 
(inmates), we have never experienced agape love or forgotten what it feels like.  It means so much.” 

“You don’t find love in prison but I found agape love this weekend and am taking it with me.  Thank you 
all for supporting me.” 

These are just a few of many heartfelt comments made by inmates after their Kairos retreat.  May God 
bless you all for supporting this ministry that takes the good news of the gospel to a dark place where many 
have never experienced the unconditional love of Jesus Christ or understood who he is.  We will be praying 
that you will be led by the Holy Spirit to help us out again in the spring of 2015. 

To God be the glory!  
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With Advent comes the gift of four weeks to ponder what God’s gift in Jesus means to each one of 
us.  Give yourself a gift and visit the church library to check out an inspiring book to journey with through the 
season.  In addition to a number of brief studies for individual or family use, among other seasonal selections 
featured this month are The First Christmas, a close look at what the gospels actually say by Marcus Borg 
and John Crossan;  J. Ellsworth Kalas’s, Christmas From the Backside, a unqiue re-telling of the story 
through the eyes of minor characters; I’m Dreaming of a Green Christmas, a wonderful book with ideas 
for gifts, decorations and recipes that use less; and Gideon’s Gift by Karen Kingsbury, a new work of fiction 
with a message of hope and the miraculous. 

There are gifts in our children’s collection as well.  Discover more about Advent in Mouse Tales:  Things 
Hoped For; travel with Mary and Joseph as they Journey to Bethlehem; rejoice in Jesus, God’s Gift of 
Love; learn Why Christmas Trees Aren’t Perfect; curl up with The Christmas Collie; and find the Mir-
acle in a Shoe Box.  

And still more gifts in a number of new books given in memory of those celebrating Christmas in heaven 
this year.  Our thanks to Bob, Nancy and Rob Parsons for two captivating and richly-illustrated books by Jean
-Pierre Isbouts, In the Footsteps of Jesus and the Story of Chrisitanity, given in memory of Peggy Ann 
Jones and Zach Jenkins, mother and nephew of Pastor Bill.   Also in memory of Peggy Jones, sincere thanks 
to Bud and Linda Rhodes for their gifts of Surprised By Scripture by N.T. Wright and Praying to Change 
Your Life by Suzette Caldwell, a 2015 UMW Reading Program book.  Our gratitude, as well, to the Susanna 
Wesley Circle for their gifts of Before We Eat From Farm to Table and The Message 
of the Birds,  two delightful children’s books given in memory of Nell Sykes; and to Cindy 
Banek for The Humanity of Medicine, the inspirational story of Dr.  Mark El-
lis, written by his wife, Lynn. 

  

“A book is a gift you can open again and again.”  -- Garrison Keillor 

Library News 

Emergency Shelter for the Homeless 
Winter is the most difficult time for those in our community who don’t have stable, reliable housing.  

That’s why 22 churches in Williamsburg, James City County, and York County have joined together to open 
their doors to the homeless and provide hot meals and a safe place to sleep.  Williamsburg United Methodist 
will partner with St. Stephen Lutheran Church to host a week of emergency shelter this season in the week of 
December 14 – 21.  If you have signed up to help, thank you.  There are still opportunities to serve and we 
especially need volunteers for:  overnight (9:00 p.m. – 2:00 a.m., 1:00 a.m. – 6:00 a.m.), and check-out 
(5:30 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.).  Also, if you have a group that can prepare and serve breakfast, please sign up.   

We are also collecting for our guests:  DVDs, puzzle books, paperback books, magazines, and clothes:   
heavy coats and sweats (sizes L, XL, XXL), socks, and rain gear.  Look for a bin that will be placed in the atri-
um after the Alternative Giving Fair. 

To sign up, contact the Church Office (229-1771).  Questions?  Contact 
Carl Gerhold (229-5679) or Susan Cornett (220-2615).  

The shelter is a blessing to the ones who are served as well as to those 
who serve. It is a success because we all work together.   

Thanks and Peace.  

Local Outreach Work Area 
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Coming in January: Messy Church! 
How can you help? 

 Pray — We have a group of folks praying for 

Messy Church at WUMC.  You can join them, or 
you can simply pray on your own for those organ-
izing Messy Church; for those in the community 
for whom Messy Church might be just the right 
invitation to relationship with God; for WUMC as 
we seek to reach out to invite others to follow  
Jesus. 

 Open Your Eyes — Look around.  Do you have 

neighbors, friends, relatives, coworkers, or ac-
quaintances who do not have a church?  Share 
their names and contact information so we can 
send them a Messy Church invitation.  The bulle-
tin will include a form for this purpose, but you 
can also simply call or e-mail Cindy Banek (229-
1771) or cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

 Offer Your Talents — Can you cook?  Teach 

crafts?  Lead games?  Sing or play music?  Talk to 
people easily and make them feel welcome?  Help 
plan programs?  Decorate or move chairs or pro-
vide first aid? If so, offer to help with Messy 
Church.  Contact Rev. Kay Barré (229-1771) or 
kbarre@williamsburgumc.org to learn more. 

 Spread the Word — tell other folks about Messy 

Church. Visit Facebook (www.facebook.com/
MessyWUMC) or the church’s website 

(www.williamsburgumc.org) to learn more. 

Pick up a flyer or postcard at church (available 
soon!) and give it to someone you know.  

 Provide the World's Best Welcome — When 

folks from Messy Church show up at your prayer 
group,  circle, Bible study, class, music ensemble, 
or mission project or when they sit on your pew 
one Sunday morning, make them feel at home.  
Let them know you are glad they are there.  And 
when some Messy Church craft inadvertently gets 
left in the wrong place or some Messy Church ac-
tivity gets a little too messy, remember that we 
are in the business of loving people just as they 
are and inviting folks to follow Jesus -- and some-
times that means that our hands (or our building) 
may get a little messy. 

 

The idea for Messy Church didn't begin at WUMC.  It began in the 
United Kingdom and is now spreading in the US.  Our WUMC leadership 
was trained by one of two national United Methodist Messy Church train-
ers.  Messy Church has been endorsed by the WUMC Church Council and 
is being supported through the WUMC Endowment Fund. Messy Church is 
one way WUMC is living out our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world. 

Don't worry! The church is not going to be a 
mess.  Messy Church is good news!  It is a new effort 
to invite people into a relationship with God, with one 
another, and with the church.  The invitation is in-
tended for people of any age, even those who may 
not currently have a faith community to call home.  

Messy Church is a new worship service that 
will meet once a month on the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  We will 
have intergenerational games, crafts, and activities, 
all focused around the theme for the day.  A celebra-
tion time will follow, and will include music, prayer, 
and the retelling of a Bible story to reinforce the 
theme and the connection with God.  Each Messy 
Church gathering will conclude with a meal when eve-
ryone breaks bread together -- one of the most Bibli-
cal of activities.   

First gathering:  January 13  
Theme:  Friendship! 

Why is it called Messy Church?  One obvious rea-
son:  the activities and crafts can be a bit messy in 
the Vacation Bible School kind of way.  But more im-
portant, "Messy" is a contrast with the more formal or 
traditional way we "do church" on Sunday mornings.  
Messy Church is intended to be comfortable and wel-
coming for folks in their everyday clothing.  It is de-
signed especially for people who have never seen a 
bulletin or opened a hymnal, who don't know what's 
in the Bible or why it matters, or who might have 
been hurt by church experiences in the past.  Messy 
Church is attuned to the needs of those whose kids 
make noise, whose bodies can't sit still for an hour, or 
whose hearts are telling them they want something 
more in their lives but they don't know how to find 
their way to God. 

At the conclusion of each Messy Church gather-
ing, participants will receive a "take home" sheet with 
ideas for continuing the lesson and conversation at 
home, in the car, or wherever they may be.  Through 
Facebook and the website, participants can explore 
the theme more deeply, find links to additional re-
sources, and find opportunities to take part in further 

study or mission ac-
tivities.  Each quar-
ter, Messy Church will 
organize a local mis-
sion project in which 
the whole congrega-
tion will be invited to 
join. 

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:kbarre@williamsburgumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/MessyWUMC
http://www.facebook.com/MessyWUMC
http://www.williamsburgumc.org
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Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, 

spelling and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

"Have you considered Hospice Care?"  
By Helen Casey-Rutland, Minister of Congregational Care 

It's a question many people find troubling. Some assume that accepting hospice means giving up on life. 
Others fear that, if the doctor is suggesting hospice, death must be very close. Still others think that hospice 
means leaving home, and they don't want to leave home. 

The truth is that choosing hospice care is not about giving up on life. On the contrary, it is choosing to 
make life as full and comfortable and satisfying as possible in the face of a life-limiting condition. People are 
often on hospice care for weeks or months, during which they receive medication and support to make them 
comfortable, but they do not spend time and money on painful or exhausting treatments that offer little hope 
of making a difference. People on hospice care often use their time to rest, to visit with family and friends, to 
savor the things they enjoy most, and to focus on their ultimate priorities, including their relationships with 
God and with the people close to them. Hospice care frequently takes place in the home where the nurse, 
chaplain, medical aides, and others visit to provide care. Hospice care can also be provided in a care facility 
or in a designated hospice location. 

Hospice offers people with life-limiting conditions a way to maximize the quality of life for the time that 
remains. A variety of organizations in our area offer hospice programs, including some of the hospital sys-
tems and several independent providers. Hospice care usually provides a variety of services including 
measures to maximize comfort and minimize pain, offer spiritual support, provide for whatever medical or 
daily living assistance is needed, and give family and caretakers the information and help they need to make 
the last weeks and months of their loved ones’ lives as good and meaningful as possible. Hospice programs 
also frequently offer respite assistance, so the caretakers in the home can get out, run errands, take a break, 
and handle whatever other responsibilities or appointments they have. Hospice care is usually covered by in-
surance. 

In this community, in addition to a number of hospice providers, we are fortunate to have the Hospice 
House. The Hospice House works with all the local hospice providers. In addition, the Hospice House provides 
a variety of support services and volunteer help to families and caregivers in the community, all free of 
charge. The Hospice House has four rooms for guests to stay in, comfortable areas for families and friends to 
gather, a beautiful garden area, and a wealth of resources available to the whole community. The Hospice 
House also offers grief support programs and activities and a library of resources that are available to any-
one, whether or not they have connections with any hospice organization.  

The question "Have you considered hospice care?" is not a death sentence but rather an invitation to con-
sider making a conscious choice about how to live out the time that remains. Not everyone will make the 
same choice. Not everyone will have the same goals or needs. But, in the face of life-limiting conditions and 
treatment options that provide little hope of cure or 
comfort, hospice can be a life-affirming choice that helps 
make the most of the last weeks and months of life. 

For more information, contact the Hospice House 
www.williamsburghospice.org or (253-1220) or talk 
with your health care provider or one of the pastors. 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
http://www.williamsburghospice.org
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Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of 
those who have passed away during the month of 

November: 

Priscilla Belanger 

Micah Haselton,  
student in the Early Childhood Music School Program 

Jim McDaniel 

Don Woolfolk 

given in memory of James J. Thomassen from 

given in memory of Louis Junod from 

Memorial Giving  

 Ms. Rebecca Peebles 

 His Friends at Chambrel 

 Mr. & Mrs. Ken Hook 

 Dr. & Mrs. Richard Soulen 

BOOSTING YOUR LIFE OF PRAYER 
It doesn’t matter whether you are a new Christian or have spent years waiting to get serious about your 

prayer life -- when you are ready, God is there to help. Ask Him to guide and strengthen you, to give you the 
discipline you need.  The important thing is to begin, and to be consistent. We’re not talking about the kind 
of praying we do "on the run" -- for most of us that comes relatively easily as we send up prayers for help 
throughout the day. But a life of prayer is the essence of the personal love relationship with the Lord -- and 
that comes from giving Him undivided time and attention every day through prayer and reading His Word. 
There aren’t any short cuts. 

The encouraging thing is that we can all begin with just a few minutes a day. Decide on a few personal 
guidelines for your prayer life: 

 when to have it (same time every day) 

 how long to spend (be realistic; God will honor even a few minutes a day if you 

are consistent) 

 where to have it (somewhere private, undisturbed) 

Our daily quiet time can be as brief as 15-20 minutes, but if we want to grow in 
our relationship with the Lord and our understanding of prayer it is essential that we 
find the discipline to be consistent. The best way to do that is to enlist God’s help. He 
will take us from these beginning steps into depths of prayer we never dreamed pos-
sible. It just takes time. 
 

This resource is from PrayerPower. 

given in memory of Priscilla Belanger from 

 WUMC Fellowship SS Class 

given in memory of Bob Corrie from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Ken Hook 

 Mrs. Rosellen Via 

given in memory of Peggy Ann Hardesty Jones 
from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Bud Rhodes 
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Global Outreach 
On behalf of the congregation of WUMC, 

your Global Outreach team has chosen these 
four organizations to receive a portion of our 
annual special Advent offering: 

 

UNITED METHODIST FAMILY SERVICES 
 

IMAGINE NO MALARIA INITIATIVE OF 
GENERAL BOARD OF GLOBAL MISSIONS 

 

PAPLAKA UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH, LATVIA 

 

HASTINGS UMC, SIERRA LEONE 

On behalf of the congregation of WUMC, 
your Local Outreach team has chosen these 
three organizations to receive a portion of 
our annual special Advent offering: 

 

PENINSULA PASTORAL COUNSELING 
CENTER  

  

3E RESTORATION PROCESS  
 

FISH 

2014 Advent Offerings Beneficiaries: 
Local Outreach 


